Dave Davis
President and General Manager

WABC-TV

7 Lincoln Square
New York, NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT!

Asa regdiar viewer and strong supporter of “Like [t Is" | am outraged at the decision of WARBC-
TV 1o cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to % hour, in order to expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting!

“Like 1t Is," with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and
cultural issues that shape our lives.  Serving the mandate of the Kermer Commission, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this cogntry’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and
most needed opgortunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American
perspective  To date it is the longest running African American produced television program i
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Taday many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, | call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. 1 am very aware that
Disney owns ABC.  While [ will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not
granted, T will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and m:
purchasing power. And [ will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in whick:

my community can cegister its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like It 18" serves.
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Dave Davis
President and General Manager

WABC-TV

7 Lincoln Square
New York, NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT!

Asa regdiar viewer and strong supporter of “Like [t [s” | am outraged at the decision of WABC-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to ¥4 hour, in order to expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting!

“Like 1t 1s,™ with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, econamic and
cultural issues that shape our lives.  Serving the mandate of the Kémer Commission, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this cogntry’s ethnic diversity, “Like it Is” has offered a unique and
most needed opgortunity for people to examine current affairs through an African Amenican
perspective  To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Taday many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. | am very aware that
Disney owns ABC. While [ will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not
granted, [ will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and m
purchasing power.  And [ will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in whick:

my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like Tt I§" serves.
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Dave Davis

President and General Manager

WABC-TV

7 Lincoln Square .

New York, NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL | HOUR FORMAT!

Asa reguiar viewer and strong supporter of “Like Tt Is” I am outraged at the decision of WABC.-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to Y4 hour, in order lo expand
the time allotred for sports and entertainment. How insulting!

“Like 1t Is,™ with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and

cultyral issues that shape our lives, Serving the mandate of the Kemer Commission. which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issuer
and viewpoints that make up this coyntry’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and
most needed opgortunity for people to examine current affairs through an African Amencao
perspective  To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Taday many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Biack programs
produced a1t WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to sfash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, I cal} upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. 1am very aware that
Disney owns ABC. While [ will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not
granted, [ will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewmg habits and m:
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same.  There are many ways in whick:

my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like It I$" sarves.
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Dave Davis
President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincoln Square
New York, NY 10023

RETURN L/IKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL | HOUR FORMAT!

Asa regxﬁar viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” T am outraged at the decision of WARC.
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to 2 hour, in order to expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment.  How insulting!

“Like It Is," with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and
cultural issues that shape our lives.  Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of pe()ple of color and the various jssuer
and viewpoints that make up this coyntry's ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unigue and
most needed o;'ortumty for people to examine current affairs through an African Americag
perspective  To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the targest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Taday many of the gains that people af color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is tn
decline. The fact that “Like It Is™ is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC.TV coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to stash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, { call upon you fo return “Like it Is” 1o its original hour format. 1 am very aware that
Disney owns ABC.  While [ will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not
granted, 1 will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewtng habits and m:
purchasing power.  And 1 will encourage others to do the same.  There are many ways in whick:

my cgmmunity can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like It I$" serves.
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Dave Davis
President and General Manager

WABC-TV
7 Lincoln Square
Newe York, WY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT ISTO ITS ORIGINAL { HOUR FORMAT!

As a reguiar viewer and strong supporter of “Like It [s” [ am outraged at the decision of WARC-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to ¥ hour, in order te expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment.  How insulting!

“Like 1t 1s," with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this cogntry’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a umque and
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American
perspective  To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Taday many of the gatns that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, T call upon you fo refurn “Like It Is” to its original hour format [ am very aware that
Disney owns ABC.  While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not
granted, [ will find other ways to express my displeasure via nty network viewing habits and m
purchasing power. And { will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in whick

my comimunity can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like Tt 18" serves,

Slgnature. g _M -

Address -




Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincoln Square

New York, WY 10023

RETURN L/KE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL | HOUR FORMAT!

Asa reguiar viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” | am outraged at the deciston of WABC.
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show ta 11 hour, in order to expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting!

“Like 1t 1s," with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and
culturai issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Ke¢rner Commission, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various jssuer
and viewpoints that make up this cogntry’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a umque and
most needed opgortunity for people to examine current affairs through an African Americag
perspective  To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Today many of the gains that people of color bave made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Biack programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to sfash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is™ to its original hour format. | am very aware that
Disncy owns ABC.  While [ will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not
granted, [ will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewtng habits and m
purchasing power. And [ will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in whick:

my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like 1t I§" serves.
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Mr. Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV
7 Lincolnn Square

New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO 1TS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV ta cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in otder to insert
“Inside Stuff”, & quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. 1 find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like 1t Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like 1t Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program i the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are bemg systematically reversed. Racial dlversuy it media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduted Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While 1
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. 1f this show is not retumed to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Mr. Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV
7 Lincolnn Square

New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL. HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, | am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It Is”, with its muliiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commisston called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like 1t Is”
has offered a unique a.nd most needed Gpportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
telewsmn pmgram in the U S. (which p[evi_ausl_y had ga_ven both WABC -TV and the A_BC thwm:k
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
‘newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, [ call upon you to return “Like It s” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While |
will always support “Like If Is” and Gil Noble, 1 feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the andience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is™ always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, [ will
withont hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Mr, Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV
7 Lincolnn Square

New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT 1S TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, { am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our comununity. [ find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, withoat
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like 1t Is”
has offered a unique and most needcd opportunitv for people to examine current affairs through an
television pmgr,am in the U.S. {which prekusly had gwcn_ both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S,, Caribbean and even Affica itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are bemg systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like 1t Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, [ call upon you to return “Like It Is™ to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and ifs news and public affairs department. While {
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is™
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you retum the show to its original hour
mmmediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Mr. Dave Dawvis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV
7 Lincolinn Square

New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with tunely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black conwmunity in
particular by afring various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-Amenican perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previousty had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S,, Caribbean and even Aftica itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is™ to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While |
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. [ will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the andience that “Like ft Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is™ always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
unmediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I wiil
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.

Print and Sign /y / ﬂ - 0‘\/ /) édg;//& ef-/j

Address 6’ C EZ ég% /’/ M (ﬁ_m_,/'
A Lot 77747 //7 ,07//,)——

e Anne M. Sweeney, Co-Chair Disney Media Networks, David Stern, Commissioner of the NBA




Mr, Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV
7 Lincolnn Square

New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT 1S TO I'TS ORIGINAL _HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, | am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Instde Stuft”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally aliotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
commumity, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It Is™, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an atterapt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough inforrnation within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like 1t Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine cutrent affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
constderable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Aftica itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation i the
newsrooms 1s in decline. The fact that “Like it Is™ is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to ehminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, [ call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While [
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, |
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. 1 will encourage others to do the same, There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Js” always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, [ will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Mi. Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV
7 Lincolnn Square

New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT [§S TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WARC-TV"’s lone Black public affairs program. 1 find the decision an insult to our
comumunity, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like 1t Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. [ find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issucs and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa uself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like 1t Is™ is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, [ call upon vou to return “Like [t Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While 1
will always support “Like 1t Is” and Gil Noble, 1 feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show fo its original hour
immediately. 1If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.

Print and Sign @W(\ Feder %{J‘fl{] /ZM/(/“/
{

Address 37 Q)\"L/ N/ v/ l/\
W\\Jw*(‘,\our Ny QFoM2-

oo Anne M. Sweeney, Co-Chair Disncy Media Networks; David Stern, Commissioner of the NBA




Mr. Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV
7 Lincolnn Square

New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, | am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV ta cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to msert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like }t Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S, (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable pratse in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are bemg systematically reversed. Racial dwersnty in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, 1 feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, |
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like 1 Is™ always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. I this show is not retumed to its one hour format in time for Black History month, [ will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Mr. Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV
7 Lincolnn Square

New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, | am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to msert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. 1 find the decisien an insuit to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural 1ssues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission calied upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is™ is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I
will always support “Like It 1s” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like 1t Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, 1 will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Mr. Dave Davis

President and Genera! Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square

New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL _HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. | find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. 1 find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime 2 week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like {t Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming fo honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, 1 will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincoln Squere .
New York, NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL | HOUR FORMAT!

Asa regﬁiar viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is™ | am outraged at the decision of WABC-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to ¥4 hour, in order te expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting!

“Like 1t 1s,"* with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, econamic and
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various jssues
and viewpoints that make up this coyntry's ethnic diversity, “Like it 1s” has offered a unique and
most needed opportunity for people to examine cwrent affairs throygh an African American
perspective  To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Toaday many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is™ is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, T call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original howr format. | am very aware that
Disney owns ABC. While [ will always support this program, if this reasonable request 13 not
granted, 1will find other ways to express my. dispieasure via my network viewmg habits and m:
purchasing power, And [ will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which

my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like Tt I§" serves. b
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Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WARC-TV

7 Lincoln Square b
New York NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1| HOUR FORMAT!

Asa regd'lar viewer and strong supporter of “Like It s | am outraged at the decision ot WARC-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to Y2 hour, in order to expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting!

“Like It Is," with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, econamic and
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Cemmission, which
- called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the varioys issues
and viewpoints that make up this coyntry's ethnic diversity, “Like [t Is” has offered a unique and
most needed opgortunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American
perspective  To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Taday many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed.  Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline.  The tact that “Like It Is™ is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupted with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Agatn, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. | am very aware that
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and m
purchasing power, And I will encourage others to do the same.  There are many ways in whick:

my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like It Is™ serves.
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Dave Davis

President and General Manager

WABC-TV

T Lincoln Square 2

New York, NY (0023

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL | HOUR FORMAT!

Asa regﬁiar viewer and strong supporter of “Like It [s” | am outraged at the decision of WABC-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to Y2 hour, 1n order te expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting!

“Like 1t 1s," with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kemer Commission, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this coyntry’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and
most needed opgortunity for people to examine current sffairs through an African American
perspective To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Taday many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
prograin and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Agatn, 1 call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. | am very aware that
Disncy owns ABC.  While [ will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not
granted, [ will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and m:
purchasing power. And [ will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in whick:

my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like TL I serves.

e Y L

Signature ‘_PO% ({-)_‘1043((41 Jy‘ﬁ #
il (RS
(2[2¢ [of

Date




Dave Davis

President and General Manager

WABC-TV

7 Lincoln Square i
New York, NY (0023

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT!

Asa regﬁ'lar viewer and strong supporter of “Like [t [s” ] am outraged at the decision of WARC.
TV 1o cut the format of this esteemned public service/news show to V2 hour, in order to expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment.  How insulting

“Like 1t 1s," with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which
~ called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this coyntry’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and
most needed opgortunity for people to examine current sffairs through an African American
perspective  To date it is the longest running African American produced teievision program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Taday many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Raciat diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to siash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, T call upon you to return "Like It Is” to its original hour format. | am very aware that
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not
granted, Iwill find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and m:
purchasing power. And [ will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in whict:

my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like 1t I$™ serves.
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Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincoln Square b
News York NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT!

Asa regﬁlar viewer and strong supporter of “Like It [s" I am outraged at the decision of WARC-
TV 1o cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to 4 hour, in order to expand
the ume allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting!

“Like It 1s," with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical anatysis of the political, economic and
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kemer Commission, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this coygntry’s ethnic diversity, “Like it Is” has offered a unique and
most needed omnumty for people to examine current affairs through an African Americap
perspective  To date it is the longest running African American produced television program m
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Taday many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is™ is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision 1o first try to eliminate the
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, T call upon you to retum “Like It Is” to its original hour format. {am very aware that
Disney owns ABC. While | will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not
granted, T will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and m»
purchasing power. And 1 will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in whick
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that

“Like It I$" serves.
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Dave Davis

President and General Meanager

WABC-TV

7 Lincoln Square [
New York, NY 10023 :

RETURN LIKE IT ISTO ITS ORIGINAL | HOUR FORMAT!

Asa reguiar viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WARC-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show ta %4 hour, in order to expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting!

“Like 1t 1s,™ with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and
cultural issues that shape our lives.  Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which
- called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this cogntry’s ethnic diversity, “Like [t1s” has offered a umque and
most needed opgortunity for people to examine current affairs throygh an African American
perspective To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the targest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Taday many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline.  The fact that “Like It Is” is oae of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try o eliminate the
program and then to stash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, | cal} upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. | am very aware that
Disney owns ABC.  While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewfng habits and m:
purchasing power, And [ will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in whick
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that

“Like It I$" serves.
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Dave Dawvis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincoln Square

New York NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is™ I am outraged at the decision of WABC-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show o % hour, in order to expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting!

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and
cultural issues that shape our lives.  Serving the mandate of the Kemer Commission, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and
most needed opportunity for peeple to examine current affairs through an African American
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to siash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. Iam very aware that
Disney owns ABC.  While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not
granted, 1 will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. And I will encourage cthers ta do the same. There are many ways tn which
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like It Is™ serves.
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[Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lineoln Square

New York. NY 10023

RETURN LIKE JT IS TOITS ORIGINAL  HOUR FORMAT!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like [tls” Tam outraged at the decision of WABC-
TV 10 cut the format of this esteeined public service/news show o '3 honr, in order to expand
the time allotted for spotts and entertainment. How insulting!

“1tke 1t Is.” with its award winping host and producer Gil Noble, bas served the American
public for the past 34 vears with umely and criticat anasysis of the pohtical, economuc and
cultural issues thar shape our lives.  Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commisstorn, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people af calor and the various issues
and viewpotnts that make up this country’s ethnic diversfy, “Lake Tt Is” has offered a unique and
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American
perspective. To daze 1t is the longest running Alrican American produced television program n
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Today manv of the gatns that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed Racial diversity in media ownership and representation it the news rooms is in
decline.  The fact that “Like It [3” is one of the only regularly scheduted Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to cminate the
prograin and then to slash the time format. reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, | call upon you 1o return “Like It {s” 1o its original hour format. 1 am very aware that
Disney owns ABC.  While i will always support this program, if this reasonable request is hot
granted, [ will firt other ways to express fiy displeasure via my network viewing habits and ray
pucchasing power.  And 1 will encourage others to do the same. There arc many ways in which
My community can register its displeasure pertamning to your insensitivity to the audfence that
“Like fuls” serves,
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Mr. Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square

New York New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE [ NAL 1 HR FORMAT IN E
BLACK HISTORY MONTH
As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, T am outraged at the decision of WARC-TV ta cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports. entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space

originaily allotted for WARC-TV's lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultura! issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. 1find the decision 1o reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission catled upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing vartous issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It 1s™
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective, To date it is the longest running African-American produced
teteviston program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV aad the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community} that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S,, Caribbean and even Africa itself,

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like 1t Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time fortoat, reflects a dangerous. frightenmg
and disturbing trend.

Again, [ call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While |
will always support “Like Tt Is” and Gil Noble, 1 feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, |
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing pawer. [ will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pettaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. [f this show is not refurned fo its one hour formar in time for Black History month, { will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above,
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Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WARCTV

7 Lancoln Sguare

New York, NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” T am outraged at the decision of WABC-
TV 10 cut the format of this esteered public service/news show 10 1 hour, in order to expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting!

“Like 1t 1s,” with is award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical anatysis of the political, economic and
cultural issues that shape olr ives.  Serving the mandate of the Kermer Cominission, swhich
calied upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It [s” has offered a unique and
most peeded opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African Amencan
perspective. To date it'ts the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has preduced the largest body of programs and decumentaries on Black Americans.

Today many of the gatns that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is 16
decline.  The fact that “Like It [s” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to stash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It 1s” to its original hour format. 1am very aware that
Disney owns ABC. While { will always support this program, it this reasonable request 15 not
granted, T will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits aitdt Iy
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways i which
my community can register its displeasire pertaiaing to your insensiivity to the audience that
“Like It Is” serves.
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